[Management of traumatic rupture of the aorta].
Traumatic rupture of the thoracic aorta is a common injury in automobile accidents. It is the result of a crushing chest injury, most frequently associated with sudden deceleration. Approximately 10 to 20% of the individuals with traumatic rupture of the aorta survive temporarily. Diagnosis may be difficult, but if the lesion is promptly diagnosed, appropriate surgical treatment may be life-saving. 9 patients with traumatic aortic rupture have been operated on at our unit since 1969. 2 died postoperatively from acute respiratory distress syndrome. 7 survived the immediate postoperative period without major complications. 2 of them died later after four weeks because of complications not related to the operation. Based on the literature and on our own experience some directions in the management of the traumatic rupture of the thoracic aorta are presented.